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The debates - 


Have the debates 
swayed the 
undecided voter? 


By ZAcH CHECHOWITZ 
Correspondent 


With less than one week to go 
until Election Day, it is amazing 
to see how these last few weeks 
have played out for the candi- 
dates, and how the three 
Presidential debates have affect- 
ed the race. With scores of unde- 
cided voters this election cycle, 
these three debates have become 
one of the deciding factors of this 
race, and have swayed public 
opinion considerably. 

The first debate was on 
domestic policy, and Governor 
Romney clearly held the upper 
hand. Romney was well-prepared 
and was on the offensive all night 
long, while the President spent 
the majority of the night seem- 
ingly disengaged from the con- 
versation. Romney successfully 
went after the President's record 
over the past four years with very 
little resistance from _ the 


President, and had studies and 
numbers to support every point 
that he made, while the President 
was considerably more passive. 
Subsequently, Romney enjoyed a 
surge in the polls following this 
debate, despite receiving criti- 
cism for his comments about cut- 
ting PBS funding and for his 
aggressiveness. 

The second debate was much 
more evenly matched, following 
the quite passionate vice-presi- 
dential debate. This debate was 
set up in a town hall fashion, 
where both candidates were 
asked questions by members of 
the live audience, having a 
chance to respond to the question 
and to their opponent's remarks. 
As the candidates went toe-to-toe 
on hot issues ranging from the 
consulate attack in Benghazi to 
gun control to the economy, each 
showed his level of passion and 
challenged his opponent directly, 
sometimes even being face to 
face. Romney was still a very 
powerful force in this debate, but 
the President had reenergized and 
was on the offensive as well. 

The third debate was the 
President's chance to take charge, 
as Romney has very little experi- 


ence in foreign policy. The 
President drew heavily on his 
personal experience as 
Commander-in-Chief for the past 
four years, and was able to under- 
cut some of the points that 
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Romney made because of his 
position. Romney, on the other 
hand, was at a disadvantage with- 
out the experience that the 
President has gained, and found 
himself in agreement with the 


the final word? | 


MCT Campus Photo 
Obama Administration on many 
key issues, such as the use of 
drones and the timetable for with- 
drawal in Afghanistan. On 
Romney's points of 
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National Day on Writing publishes NECC authors 


Scanty attendance 
dissappoints 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
FEATURES EDITOR 

AND MILKA MARTINEZ 
NEWS EDITOR 


To commemorate the 
National Day on _ Writing, 
Northern Essex Community 
College held the annual event at 
the Bentley Library on the 
Haverhill Campus. 

Paul Saint-Amand, English 
professor. and head . of the 
Veterans’ Writing Club at NECC, 
hosted the event in the art space 
from noon - 1:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 18. Organized by the English 
Department, the meeting was 
designed to give NECC students, 
staff, and faculty a chance to 
share their work, and also to pro- 
vide an opportunity for those 
interested to have their work pub- 
lished and uploaded to the NECC 
Gallery in the National Council 
of Teachers of English (NCTE) 


National Day on Writing Gallery. 
Rows of blue, silver lined 
chairs filled the blank walls of the 
art space room that day. Students, 
though few and far in between, 
assembled and read their work in 
the nearly empty room. Saint- 
Amand introduced himself to the 
audience and later gave a brief 
explanation of how the National 
Day on Writing came to be. 
Writers seemed nervous but 
excited to present their work. For 
some it was the first time they 
presented their work in public. 

“T was expecting to have a lit- 
tle more readers come. I wanted 
people to hear my work,” said 
Cassie Cook, Multimedia major 
at NECC. 

The Tuesday previous the 
event Tom Sexton, NECC gradu- 
ate and English professor at the 
University of Alaska, visited the 
college for a poetry reading. 
Professor Saint-Amand attributed 
the poor attendance of the 
National Day on Writing event to 
Sexton's visit. “This is the 4th 
year I have done this, ‘and in the 
past we get classes to come, but 


on Tuesday we had Sexton here, 
so I knew we would have few 
readers.” Although few gathered 
in the beginning of the event, 
many others joined later to fill in 
the empty seats. “Professor Paula 
Richards brought her ESL class 
who seemed to enjoy the various 
pieces I read. It was a multicul- 
tural experience for them as they 
heard peace poems, cowboy poet- 
ry, and Native American poetry. 
Students were from several coun- 
tries,” said Saint-Amand. 

In Celebration of National 
Day on Writing, the New York 
Times Learning Network and 
Figment allied with The National 
Writing Project to collect the 
thoughts of people from all walks 
of life to discover why they write. 
The search consisted of: inter- 
viewing authors, collecting stu- 
dent essays, spreading the word 
through Facebook and Twitter to 
celebrate the National Day on 
Writing on October 20. The New 
York Times wrote , “Today is the 
National Day on Writing (yes, it's 
a real thing), and we'll be cele- 
brating - and updating this post - 


Paul Weinburg reads to students. 


all day long. Backstory: A couple 
of weeks ago, along with our 
wonderful collaborators, the 
National Writing Project, 
Figment and Edutopia, we started 
asking the world to post mes- 
sages to Twitter today with the 
hashtag #whyIurite.” 

Similarly, just three years 
before George Orwell had written 


his best-selling novel 1984, 
Orwell had written an essay also 
titled Why I write in 1946, in 
which he illustrates his journey to 
becoming a writer and the moti- 
vation for writing itself. 

Since its opening on Oct. 20, 
2009, National Day on Writing 
has come to serve as an 
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More information for the undecided 


Oscar Ameringer (d. 1943) 
once said, “Politics is the art of 
getting votes from the poor and 
campaign funds from the rich, by 
promising to protect each from 
the other.” Ameringer was known 
to some as the “Mark Twain of 
American Socialism.” He dabbled 
in politics and was a staunch 
defender of the rights of the 
underprivileged. 

As we move forward into the 
last week before the election, it is 
good to remember those who 
have come before us and left their 
contribution. It is good to know 
they cared, they donated their 
time, energy and involvment, 
whether or not we agree with thier 
political view. We have provided 
for you here on our pages some 
food for thought which may help 
you if you fall still into the “unde- 
cided’ category. We also have an 
article concerning ballot question 
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number three to give you some GHENEMAN “sug bg 


facts to ponder on as you look into 
the three ballot questions. 

Our thoughts and our hearts 
are focused on the veterans with 
gratitude as the Veterans Day hol- 
iday approaches. We have two 
feature articles with NECC veter- 
ans and our back page is filled to 
the brim in their honor. Each has a } 
unique story which we will unveil = 
for you on our pages. 

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. We want to 
applaud all who have struggled with 
this disease and help to make sure we 
can provide help for those who may 
struggle with it in the future. 

Look to our sports page to get 
an in depth look at the NECC vol- 
leyball coach. Check out the 
progress of the volleyball team. 

We know you'll find our pages 
interesting and _ informative. 
Happy reading. 


Roaming Reporter 


Werre Sorry! 


Dear Readers, 

Due to Sandy’s wrath the Roaming Reporter could not be completed for 
this issue due to the campus being closed. However, with the upcoming 
break our next issue will be on November 21, 2012 which will have our 
usual content including Roaming Reporter. We are sorry for the inconven- 
ience. 


Editor-in-Chief: Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Features Editor: Everson Taveras 
Photojournalist: Michele Simon 
Opinion Editor: Jessica Palmer 
News Editor: Milka Martinez 
Campus Life Editor: Bob Horan 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Alexander Spinelli 
Sports Editor: Matt Gringas 
Copy Editor: Ashlee Ferrante 
Circulation Manager: Mary Ellen D'Angelo-Lombari 
Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken or are currently taking Journalism | and would like to be on 


staff? Then submit your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication schedule 
Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


#6 
#7 
#8 


Nov. 21 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 12 


Nov. 16 
Nov. 30 
Dec. 7 


How to submit to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters and articles from our readers. Letters 
| and articles for publication may be submitted via email. All letters and articles 
must include your name and phone number for verification. Submissions 
1 should include Letter or Article to Editor in the subject line or risk not being 


} received by the Observer email system. 
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Susan Stocker/Sun Sentinel/MCT 
Hurricane Sandy storm surge related flooding remains along the coast in 


Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Monday, October 29, 2012. Work crews continue 
to push sand off the roadway. 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter or Article to the Editor in the subject line. 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


NECC Observer Oct. 31, 2012 Page 3 


Protect your breasts 


Protect yourself against 
breast cancer by educating 


yourself 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


Every year the month of 
October brings awareness to 
breast cancer. According to 
www.breastcancer.org | in 8 U.S. 
women will develop invasive 
breast cancer over the course of 
her lifetime. Invasive breast can- 
cer is cancer that begins in the 
milk duct of the breast and grows 
into normal tissue that surrounds 
the milk duct inside the breast. 
There are many things that can 
increase your risk of breast can- 
cer for example, family history, 
smoking, poor general health, 
and more. Getting involved and 
spreading awareness of breast 
cancer by joining a cause cannot 
only be rewarding for you but it 
can benefit those who have 
fought and survived, and those 
still fighting. 

Breast Cancer 
Awareness month brings the 
importance of self-checks and 


screenings to the surface. For 
example, John Hopkins Medical 
Center (nationalbreastcancer.org) 
states, “Forty percent of diag- 
nosed breast cancers are detected 
by women who feel a lump, so 
establishing a regular breast self- 
exam is very important.” Self- 
examinations can also help you 
discover any abnormalities and 
may prevent a more severe case if 
one presents itself. 

Genetics can play a bigger 
part in developing breast cancer 
than you may think. A statistic 
taken from www.breastcancer.org 
states, “about 5% to 10% of 
breast cancers are thought to be 
hereditary, caused by abnormal 
genes passed from parent to 
child.” The most common cases 
where genetics is the factor, is 
when an individual's BRCA1 or 
BRCA2 gene is abnormal. What 
these genes are meant to do is 
repair damage done to the breast 
cells and allow them to grow nor- 
mally, but when these genes poss- 
es mutations the breast cancer 
risk increases. According to 
www.cancer.org, other genetic 
medical problems that could 
increase your risks are as follows 
but not limited to: both breast and 
Ovarian cancer is present in your 
family history, women in your 


family have had cancer in both 
breasts, and if a man in your fam- 
ily has had breast cancer. 

Being overweight or 
obese can heighten your risks 
when it comes to developing 
breast cancer. Facts from 
www.komen.org state, “fat cells 
make estrogen; extra fat cells 
mean more estrogen in the body 
and estrogen can make hormone- 
receptor-positive breast cancers 
develop and grow.” There are 
many steps you can take to better 
yourself while sliming your 
chances of developing breast can- 
cer. Discussing a healthy regimen 
with your physician, and choos- 
ing what a healthy weight for 
your body type and height would 
be. Reviewing your medical 
needs and bringing any chal- 
lenges you face when it comes to 
exercise, and from there you and 
your doctor can help create a plan 
in which will be healthy, safe, and 
beneficial to your success. 

Some other simple changes, 
offered by www.breastcancer.org 
suggests that limiting sugar, eat- 
ing smaller portions, filling up on 
fruits and vegetables more often, 
and drinking more water can be 
beneficial to your health and 
weight which in turn will lower 
your risks of developing breast 


cancer. 

Smoking is a dangerous habit, 
it can damage not only your lungs 
but it can also increase your risk 
of breast cancer. A study in the 
October 5, 2002 issue of The 
Lancet, a world renown medical 
journal stated, “teenage girls who 
smoke increase their risk of 
developing breast cancer before 
menopause, and by age 50, 
women who began smoking as 
teens had a risk of breast cancer 
that was 80-percent higher than if 
they had not begun to smoke so 
early in life.” Your physician can 
give you the resources you need 
to quit smoking and better your- 
self. Step programs, other healthy 
alternatives, and self-help options 
are a step in the right direction as 
well. 

There are many causes in 
which you can get involved in to 
help spread the awareness of 
breast cancer. Susan G. Komen 
for the Cure (www.komen.org) is 
a renown advocate for breast can- 
cer survivors, fighters, and fami- 
lies. Komen for the Cure allows 
you to be a part of a cause that 
dedicates itself to helping and 
searching for a cure through the 
donations given through the 
races, walks, and private parties. 
Spreading breast cancer aware- 


ness can be as simple as telling 
someone you know that October 
is Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, or wearing pink to show 
your support. 

Breast cancer is not an easy 
fight and those who have fought 
and survived it deserve all the 
support we can give. By joining a 
cause, or spreading awareness 
you are helping those who have 
battled and are still facing breast 
cancer today. Donating and being 
aware of the risks can benefit not 
only you but also others around 
you. Learning the risks and the 
steps you can take to better your 
chances gives you the opportuni- 
ty to educate others. When edu- 
cating others you are not only 
benefiting yourself, but you are 
giving those who are unsure 
about the facts and risks a better 
understanding about what they 
are facing when they make the 
choices they make. Support and 
education reaches out much far- 
ther than to the people you tell. 
Word of mouth spreads like wild 
fire and in time the knowledge 
you have learned will affect 
someone else and they too will 
pass it on. 


Sandy disrupts campaign 


Sandys wrath strikes 
Presidential Campaign 


MCTCAMPUS ARTICLE 


YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio _ 
With Election Day in sight, the 
October surprise of 2012 has 
turned out to be a monster storm 
that has forced an unprecedented 
hiatus in a presidential campaign. 


Instead of hop-scotching from 
one battleground to the next, 
President Barack Obama returned 
Monday to the White House to 
huddle with emergency man- 
agers, confer with governors and 
issue grave warnings. 

GOP rival Mitt Romney had 
little choice but to stand down 
temporarily, too, to avoid unflat- 
tering split-screen news coverage 
as Hurricane Sandy churned and 
chewed its way along the Eastern 
Seaboard. 

"I know you were expecting 
the real president," Vice President 
Joe Biden told a crowd in 
Youngstown, where he and for- 
mer President Bill Clinton pinch 
hit at an afternoon rally that 
Obama was supposed to headline. 
"But you know, he's doing the job 
a president should be doing." 

Contenders routinely make 
wrenching decisions on the fly in 
the waning days of a campaign _ 
picking media markets to aban- 
don, choosing between cities for 
a frantic 11th hour troll for votes. 
A storm of Sandy's magnitude is 
not in the playbook, and it tested 
the nerves of strategists in both 
camps, given how close the con- 
test is nationally and in the nine 


or so states likely to decide the 
winner. 

No one could know how a 
break from the trail might harm 
efforts to boost voters’ enthusi- 
asm and get them to the polls _ or 
how the impact of the storm itself 
might depress turnout or even 
change minds based on how 
Obama and Romney handle the 
response to potential devastation 
on the East Coast. 

Obama campaign manager 
Jim Messina told reporters the 
president's schedule will be 
assessed "day by day" as the 
storm and its aftermath develop. 
GOP chairman Reince Priebus, 
traveling with his party's nomi- 
nee, said Romney's schedule was 
being reviewed "minute by 
minute." 

In Youngstown, roughly 
4,800 people filled one side of the 
arena _ without the main attrac- 
tion, the other half was curtained 
off. Obama supporter Erma 
Carter confessed a bit of disap- 
pointment that the president did- 
n't make it, though she loved 
hearing from Clinton and Biden. 

"Hes =needsaustomsepe sain 
Washington," said Carter, 58, a 
registered nurse from 
Youngstown. Besides, she added, 
Obama's absence likely won't 
sway the election. "Most people 
know who they're going to vote 
for by now." 

Clinton revved the crowd for 
a half-hour with a slashing cri- 
tique of Romney's views on the 
auto industry and warning that he 
would "gut" Medicaid, which 
would hurt people of all races and 
backgrounds. ; 

"This is an equal opportunity 
hosing," he asserted, in language 
Obama likely wouldn't have 


employed in public. 

The former president, now at 
the height of his popularity, was 
set to campaign all week for 
Obama, a clear advantage for the 
incumbent in the surrogacy wars. 
But there's no replacing the nom- 
inee. 

"We're obviously going to 
lose a bunch of campaign time, 
but that's as it has to be," Obama 
strategist David Axelrod told 
reporters on a conference call. 
"For us it's not a matter of optics, 
it's a matter of responsibility.” 

Romney strategist Stuart 
Stevens shrugged when asked 
about the implications for both 
sides of having their nominee off 
the trail so close the Election 
Day. 


"It is what it is," he said. 

On Monday morning, with 
the storm's intensity growing, the 
Obama campaign dropped the 
president's scheduled appear- 
ances in Florida and Youngstown. 
Biden scrapped two stops in Ohio 
on Tuesday and another in his 
hometown of Scranton, Pa., a 
stop intended to blunt any poten- 
tial erosion in a state Democrats 
have mostly taken for granted 
this year. 

Romney stumped in suburban 
Cleveland before taking a break 
for at least a day. He urged sup- 
porters to contribute to the Red 
Cross and noted that his cam- 
paign offices are taking dona- 
tions. 

"I know the people of the 
Atlantic Coast are counting on 
Ohio and the rest of our states," 
he told at least 2,000 supporters 
packing the gym at Avon Lake 
High School. "But also, the peo- 
ple of the entire nation are count- 


ing on Ohio because my guess is 
that if Ohio votes me in as presi- 
dent, I'll be the next president." 

Even with the stars sidelined, 
the campaign is hardly suspend- 
ed. 

TV viewers in battleground 
states are still being bombarded. 
In Ohio, the Obama campaign 
launched a new attack ad 
Monday, accusing Romney of 
falsely asserting that Chrysler 
plans to shift Jeep production to 
China. 

And under the radar, the grunt 
work continues apace as volun- 
teers knock on doors and call 
potential supporters, reminding 
them to vote. In lowa, for 
instance, the Obama get-out-the- 
vote effort Tuesday will include a 
bus tour featuring Montana Gov. 
Brian Schweitzer. 

But Clinton is the big gun. 
He'll stump in six swing states _ 
and on Tuesday, he'll be in 
Minnesota, a previously uncon- 
tested state that Democrats are 
loathe to see slip away. 

"Not a single person who ever 
served as president of the United 
States, including me, could have 
repaired all that damage in four 
years," he told the crowd in 
Youngstown, crediting Obama 
for halting a slide into depression 
and rescuing the state's biggest 
industry. "As every Ohioan 
knows, the president's auto 
restructuring saved 1 million 
jobs. ... He had your back when 
your back was against the wall 
and you've got to have his back 
now." 

Harry Meshel, a former Ohio 
Democratic chairman from 
Youngstown, noted that if Obama 
hadn't pulled off the campaign 
trail, Republicans would have 


criticized him. 

"With advocates like Vice 
President Biden and Bill Clinton, 
in this area, it's an extraordinary 
plus," he said. 

Obama was making the best 
of it, popping into the White 
House briefing room to convey 
the gravity of the situation, and 
shrugging off the political impli- 
cations. 


"I am not worried at this point 
about the impact on the election,” 
he said. "I'm worried about the 
impact on families, and I'm wor- 
ried about the impact on our first 
responders. I'm worried about the 
impact on our economy and on 
transportation. The election will 
take care of itself next week." 

Romney supporters at the 
Avon Lake event gave the 
Democrat little credit. 


"If I were him, I'd be out here 
because he needs every vote he 
can get. This thing is slipping 
away from him," said sales exec- 
utive Scott Douglass, 52, of 
Amherst, Ohio. 


Carla Dickard, 61, a retired 
special educator from Olmsted 
Falls, noted that Obama had no 
qualms heading to Las Vegas to 
raise campaign funds the day 
after the Libya attack that left the 
U.S. ambassador and three other 
Americans dead. 

Still, she said, this late in the 
game, it may not matter. 

"If you don't know where 
Obama stands by now, and you 
don't know where Romney stands 
by now," Dickard said, "then you 
don't care about politics and 
you're not paying attention." 
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Service opportunities scarce 


College may need 
service coordinator 


By Krista DEMARKIS 
Correspondent 


Most people have felt a sense 
of satisfaction from helping 
someone out. Whether you held 
the door open for an elderly 
woman struggling with grocery 
bags, offered an extra dollar for 
the Jimmy Fund while buying 
lunch at a fast food chain, or 
plunk your spare change in a can 
labeled with the name of a local 
animal shelter, most of us have 
participated in random acts of 
charity at one point or another. 
Admit it, it felt good. 

Have you ever thought of taking 
that kindness and generosity one step 
further? Have you ever considered 
volunteering your time for communi- 
ty service? For Norther Essex 
Community College students, The 
NECC website seems like a promis- 
ing place to start, right? Well, 
maybe not. 

Along with some really 
encouraging words about com- 
munity service's purpose in fos- 
tering “citizenship and an ethic of 
service through volunteerism in 
the local community,” the NECC 
community service portion of the 
website provides a contact link to 
Professor Cynthia Crivaro, who 
developed the community service 
database and has been running it 
since 2007. 

While Professor Crivaro has 
been teaching at NECC since 
1978 and has been involved in 
organizing community outreach 
for her own students for over 20 
years, she states that there is “no 
point person on campus’’ that 
deals specifically with communi- 


Transferring 


Take the right steps 
to ensure SUCCeSS 
when it cmes to 
transferring 


By Ashlee Ferrante 
Correspondent 


Transferring is the next step 
on your road to success. 

For the most part, students 
attending community college 
usually transfer after their first 
two years. 

It is still common for people 
to transfer later than two years to 
ear more credits or boost up 
their GPA. 

There are many programs out 
there that help students that are 
graduating from a community 
college get to a four year degree. 

In Massachusetts we have the 
Mass Transfer Program. 

Provided by the Mass 
Transfer website, Mass Transfer 
has two main purposes which are 
to “provide community college 
students who complete associate 
degrees and enroll in linked Mass 
Transfer programs with the full 
transfer of credit, guaranteed 
admission, and a tuition discount 
(each based on final GPA); and 
provide any student in the 
Massachusetts public higher edu- 


ty service. 

For the classes that she teach- 
es, 15 hours of community serv- 
ice spread out or 7 and a half 
hours (one full day) of communi- 
ty service is required. Crivaro 
expressed that she wishes that 
more teachers would incorporate 
community service into their cur- 
riculums. 

She was happy to share with 
me, some of the past community 
service trips that her students had 
the opportunity to participate in. 

Crivaro's students have assisted in 
the preservation of some of 
Haverhill's history with painting, 
grounds maintenance and cleaning at 
the J.G. Whittier birthplace, The 
Haverhill Fire Fighters Museum, and 
the Buttonwoods Museum. They 
have also experienced a sense of satis- 
faction from helping with Habitat for 
Humanity, Rebuilding Together, and 
helping the elderly with yard work. 

Crivaro is pleased that her 
students are receiving the experi- 
ence of community outreach, 
stating, “In addition to doing 
service, they are learning some- 
thing.” The excitement she 
showed when she spoke of her 
students and how some of them 
missed a day of work or how oth- 
ers arranged for childcare to par- 
ticipate in service trips, showed 
her passion in providing these 
students with an experience she 
knows that they will not forget. 
Professor Crivaro even invited 
me to one of her classes where 
students would give oral presen- 
tations about their involvement 
with community service. 

Unfortunately, these service 
trips are only offered to 20-25 
students one time per semester. 
Eighty percent of the students 
who can participate in these com- 
munity service trips are Crivaros 


cation system who completes the 
Mass Transfer Block with the 
benefit of satisfying the general 
education/distribution/core 
requirements at any other public 
higher education institution (with 
the receiving institution able to 
add no more than six additional 
credits or two courses). 

When considering a college 
transfer, start with these steps 

Learn about institutions 
and majors. 

Finding the right college and 
program can be difficult, but your 
academic advisor and transfer 
counselor can help. 

Attend information sessions 
or transfer fairs to learn about 
transferring. 


Meet with your academic 
advisor to discuss the transfer 
process. 


Visit the campus for a tour or 
an open house, if possible. 

Meet with an admission or 
transfer counselor, bring a copy 
of your transcript and a list of 
questions, such as: 

Which of my credits will 
transfer? 

If you have credits from a col- 
lege or colleges that you previ- 
ously attended, ask about trans- 
ferring individual course credits 

What are the institution's 
admissions requirements, for 
example, GPA, minimum number 
of credits, interview, etc. 


own students. The other 20 per- 
cent are invited by emailing the 
entire student population. 

There are a few different rea- 
sons that community outreach is 
not widely available to the gener- 
al student population, including 
the budget provided for service 
trips. Although Crivaro states that 
she receives plenty of emails 
from other schools asking for 
help. “There is a huge need for 
unpaid volunteers” says Crivaro. 
“IT wish there was more enthusi- 
asm (from NECC). The commu- 
nity really appreciates it and it is 
also great (public relations) for 
the college.” 

Crivaro also spoke about a 
lack of funding for community 
service trips. Provisions such as 
supplies and lunch are often 
taken from Crivaro's own person- 
al stipend to assist the students as 
they venture out into the world of 
community service. “It's such a 
great disappointment that the col- 
lege doesn't support it more” says 
the professor. 

I contacted William 
Heineman, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, via email to 
inquire about the funding, budget 
and faculty positions that specifi- 
cally deal with the coordination 
of community service trips 
through NECC. Heineman 
responded that my questions 
were excellent but complex. He 
advised me to contact Sue 
Grolnic, Dean of Experiential 
Learning whom he said was 
investigating a number of the 
questions that were asked. He 
also stated that community serv- 
ice happens in multiple places at 
the college right now. 

Grolnic was also contacted 
via email. She was asked if she 
could tell me anything about spe- 


Review the 
Department of 
Higher Education: 
Minimu mp 
Require di 
Admissions 
Standards for 
more information? 

Is my major 
eligible for Mass 
Transfer 


agreement, public 
higher educationF= 
institutions only?” 

Applying for 
the Mass Transfer 
program is easy. 
For more informa- 
tion on how to 
apply for the Mass 
Transfer Program 
go onto their web- 
site at 

website at 
hit ot é 
Www.mass.edu 
masstransfer/stu- 
dO tess 
Introduction.asp, 
where you will 
find a ton of infor- 
mation to help you 
when it is your 
time to transfer. 
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Justin McFAdden helps out at The Ark, an Emmasu 
House property during alternative spring break in 


2012. 

cific community service trips, 
who can become involved in 
service opportunities or if there 
was anything that the general stu- 
dent population should know 
about community service. 
Grolnic directed me to two more 
NECC faculty members, Dina 
Brown and Paula Richards. 

I was unable to get a response 
by deadline from Brown, who 
was out of the office, but did cor- 
respond with Paula Richards, 
NECC's new Service Learning 


Or COV-E m®> & é 
ered under another , -@ gam ©, ; 
trans fe ries 3 


ye 


Coordinator, who informed me 
that she ran a different kind of 
community outreach and did not 
actually deal with community 
service, but service learning. 
Richards did provide me with one 
more contact. Richards stated, 
“The professor who coordinates 
NECC community service oppor- 
tunities is CJ (Cynthia) Crivaro. 
She has a wealth of information 
regarding community service.” 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


"S 


For m ore information, visit www.nece.mass.edu/next- steps 
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Medical Marijuana 


Where do you stand °P'nions 


are good, 


on ballet question bad, and I 


three? 
by Paul Coffey 


Correspondent 


Chopra eni.t. ly 
within the United 
States, seventeen 
states have legal- 
ized medicinal 
marijuana. 

On November 
6, medical mari- 
juana may be 
legalized in our 
Sauer at 36s ; 
Massachusetts. 

Ballot question 
number three asks 
the registered 
voters of 
Massachusetts to 
vote yes or no for 
medical marijua- 
na. 

In 1996, 
Grasset Opt ni a 
became the first 
state to legalize 
medical cannabis. 
After that, 16 
states legalized 
medical marijua- 
na. 

Now the time 
has come for 
Massachusetts to 
decide whether or 
not to legalize it. 

The most com- 
monly known ill- 
ness marijuana is 
prescribed for is 
glaucoma. 

However, in 
2004, Dr. Tod H. 
Mikuriya made a 
list of about 270 
potential diseases 
that will allow 
you to receive a 
cannabis card. 

There are only 
three opinions 
towards medical 
marijuana. Those 


don't care. 
Adam 
Clancy, a 


business 
transfer 
major, is 


known as a 
straight edge. He 
believes that 


medical marijua- 
na should not 
come to 
Massachusetts. 

Clancy says, 
“Why would we 
need to legalize 
Mae ne Cera «1 
cannabis? If it 
were to even hap- 
pen, more than 
likely every citi- 
zen who even 
smokes cigarettes 
would even go 
out of their way 
and do whatever 
they can to 
receive their 
cannabis card.” 

Ashia Juliano, 
a nursing medical 
assistance major, 
believes that 
medical marijua- 
na should just 
become legalized. 

Juliano says, 
“Marijuana cur- 
rently seems to 
have not. that 
much effect com- 
pared to other 
drugs and alco- 
hol.” 

Juliano says 
that even though 
a marijuana ciga- 
rette is equivalent 
to 5 to 7 tobacco 
GC, Segaaatncs talver Sy, 
However, the 
aftermath of mar- 
ijuana isn't even 
as close compared 
to smoking tobac- 
co. 


Dr. Carolyn 
Cohen, Phepe, 
psychology  pro- 
fessor at NECC, 
says that medical 
marijuana should 
become legalized. 

Cohen says, 
“They should just 
pass the law 
because at the 
end of the day, 
marijuana isn't 
even close to bad 
compared to alco- 
hol. 

Cohen said 
that alcohol is 
abused far more 
widely than mari- 
juana and that is 
why alcohol was 
on prohibition 
previously in the 
United States. 

You might ask 
why would med- 
ical marijuana 
affect our school? 

Currently we 
still have a few 
people smoking 
cigarettes on our 
campus. Imagine 
if those cigarettes 
were then 
replaced by mari- 
juana, would you 
be frustrated over 
thioSemrebelsmlor 
would you not? 

Alben ote this 
information isn't 
trying to persuade 
you in a certain 
direction. It is 
meant to. alert 
everyone what to 
expect when vot- 
ing time comes 
around. If you do 
or do not believe 
this decision 
should legalized, 
then this year 
make a statement 
and vote. Just 
remember, the 
presidential elec- 
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Asingle mushroom stands alone on the lawn on front 
to the E building where excessive rain has delayed 
the completion of the contruction this fall. Heavy 
equipment has left deep mud ruts on the fairway. 


FINISH WHAT 


YOU’VE STARTED. 
EARN YOUR 
BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE, 
YOUR WAY. 


TWO GREAT OPTIONS 
1 Full-time day program 
2 24-month evening program 


Both options offer: 


e Affordable tuition 

e Small, engaging classes 

e Advising and support 

e Career services committed 
to your professional success 


e Real-world opportunities 
e Financial aid 


MAKE IT A STRONG FINISH. 
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Hurricane Sandy at NECC 


urricane Sandy moves out to sea. 
ollege re-opens after a day off. 


a : a gees ie lk 


Not your average Student | wri 


From Afghanistan 
veteran to NECC 
Student 


By Bos HorAN 


Campus Life Editor 


He may look like the aver- 
age male student on campus, 
but after serving as a Border 
Patrol agent on the U.S. and 
Mexican border and doing two 
tours of duty as a medic in 
Afghanistan, Chris Legare is 
anything but average. 

Quiet and mild mannered, 
Legare is tall, with an athletic 
build, close cropped hair, glass- 
es and has a 5-day growth of 
beard. He shaves just once a 
month, for “guard” drills. He is 
a member of the Massachusetts 
National Guard. 

One of his favorite activities 
is social gaming online. He 
appreciates the IM and the ver- 
bal interaction. He has played 
X-Box Live with people from 
many countries around the 
world including Korea, 
Madagascar, and much of 
Europe, particularly France. 

He enjoys his studies, espe- 
cially Economics and Political 
Science. He participates regu- 
larly in intramural sports out on 
the quad and is a member of the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. In 
December of 2012, Chris will 
graduate with an Associates 
degree in Science, Business 
Transfer Option, with a GPA 
over 3.0, and he is planning to 
move to Wisconsin to continue 
his studies. 

Legare graduated from 
Whittier Tech in Haverhill in 
2006. He wasn't sure which 
direction he might take after 
high school and his prospects 
were not looking so good. He 
did not want to make a career 
out of working as a cook or 
working the drive-up window 
at Dunkin Donuts. 

Chris' grandfather, Armand 
F.F.Legare, was the Lieutenant 
Commander of the submarine 
USS Sennet. The elder Legare 
was a much-decorated veteran 
of the Pacific Theatre in World 
War II. The armed forces were 
an option for Chris. 

On Fourth of July weekend 
in 2006, while listening to the 
country music station as he 
sometimes did, the disc jockey 
happened to play three or four 
patriotic songs back-to-back. 
“Two of the songs (American 
Soldier and Have You 
Forgotten) were by Toby 
Keith,” Legare said. “That is 
when I decided I should take a 
look at the service, just to see 
what they had to offer.” 

Well, they offered him plen- 
ty. He knew that he did not 
want to enlist in the regular 
Army. Chris was sold on the 
idea of free tuition and numer- 
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tion, and are supported by the GI bill. 


ous vocational opportunities in 
the Army National Guard. 

He took the entrance battery 
of tests and qualified for all of 
the training offered by the 
Army. Legare narrowed his 
choices down and finally com- 
mitted to training as a Field 
Medic. Before he knew it, he 
was in San Antonio, Texas, 
embarking on an intensive 16- 
week course of study and his 
new career in the Army 
National Guard. In early 2007, 
Legare came back home to 
Merrimac, MA and _ Lake 
Attitash. He was assigned to the 
182nd Infantry (Delta 
Company) and drilled in 
Braintree. 

That summer, he did border 
patrol in Nogales, Arizona, 
where warring cartels traded 
gunfire in the desert. He 
approached illegal immigrants 
and watched balloons that traf- 
ficked who knew what! It may 
have been humans, drugs 
and/or weapons that floated 
through the night sky. This was 
his easy duty. 

In the fall of 2007, Chris 
enrolled at NECC. He complet- 
ed his first semester. By this 
time, he had also climbed the 
ranks. By December of 2007, 
Specialist Legare (E-4) volun- 
teered for and was assigned to 
the 27th Brigade Combat Team 
(BCT) in Buffalo, NY. This unit 
was training for a mission 
abroad. 

The BCT trained for two 
months in the field in North 
Carolina. Soon they got their 
assignment: Camp Phoenix, 
Kabul, Afghanistan. On April 5, 
2008, the CCT left the JFK air- 
port in New York and, after a 
brief stop in Kyrgyzstan, they 
arrived for their mission. This 
was before the troops surged. 

Legare said, “When we 
were in Kabul, it was largely a 
humanitarian mission. We 


would go out into the city and 
dispense medicine, personal 
care items, food. We provided 
infant care and treated injuries 
from burns or accidents. We 
dealt primarily with the 
Mullahs (tribal leaders), doc- 
tors and midwives.” 

After his tour in 
Afghanistan was completed, 
Legare returned to NECC, con- 
tinued to go to school and 
trained with the “Guard.” In the 
fall of 2010, the 182nd 
Battalion was mobilized. 
Again, Legare volunteered for 
duty. This time it was off to 
Atterbury, Indiana for training. 
In March of 2011, he was back 
in Afghanistan. 

Kabul had become more 
restless and uneasy since 
Legare's last visit. Anti-US sen- 
timent was gaining traction. 
The Provincial Reconstruction 
Team was not completing 
enough projects for the liking 
of the Mullahs. Then on March 
21, 2011, there was the burning 
of the Qur'an (the holy book of 
Islam) at the Bagram Air Base 
and that caused nationwide 
riots inflamed much of the 
Muslim community in 
Afghanistan. 

On March 26, 2011, a Kabul 
policeman assassinated two 
American advisors to the Kabul 
police. One was an Army 
Major, the other an Air Force 
Lieutenant Colonel. Abdul 
Saboor, 25, somehow managed 
to escape from the station. 
Legare and the Brigade 
Surgeon were the first 
Americans on the scene. 

At first, Legare and the 
Brigade Surgeon were denied 
entry into the police station. 
They waited at least 15 minutes 
before they were allowed in. By 
then, both men were dead. 
“There were obvious signs of 
death,” said Legare. “That was 
the only time I had American 


MCT campus photo 
Veterans returning home frequently turn to continuing educa- 


deaths.” He also said 
that he became desen- 
sitized to the vio- 
lence, but somehow 
got used to it so he 
was able to cope with 
it. 

It was in 
November 2011 that 
Legare found himself 
in grave danger. 
Aside from being a 
medic, Chris also had 
other responsibilities 
including guard tower 
duty. He was also 
assigned foot patrol 
duty often. Outside 
Camp Phoenix, his 
| patrol group of 12-15 
troops with Military 
Armored Transport 
Vehicle (MATV) sup- 
port, did foot patrol. 
In his terms, he said, 
“The MATV is a big 
mutha effin’ truck 
with big mutha effin' 
guns.” 

One late afternoon his patrol 
was somehow “off map.” They 
were out way beyond their 
usual time limit. Usually the 
patrol lasted about two to three 
hours. This night they were out 
for nearly eight hours. Word 
must have traveled in Kabul 
because the patrol came under 
fire as they approached the 
base. The unit was separated 
from the MATVs and barely 
made it back, scrambling the 
last mile home with only slight 
wounds and without casualties. 
That was Legare's closest call. 

He came home in March of 
2012 and has returned to 
NECC. Chris will graduate in 
December and finish his service 
with the military on New Year's 
Day 2013. Six years and two 
tours in Afghanistan are enough 
for him. He has other plans for 
his future. 

He wanted to tell those who 
are interested in the military to 
“think twice.” “Make sure you 
choose a military vocation that 
you have an interest in,” he 
said. “There is a big trade-off 
between risks and rewards of 
being in the service.” 

Finally, Legare wanted to 
acknowledge that the time he 
had spent in the National Guard 
was beneficial to him. “There 
are a lot of benefits, financially 
and the free tuition at any state 
school. It improves your moral 
character. I am much more 
mature now than I was six years 
ago. I am a better person today 
because of my experience in the 
military,” said Legare. 

Please remember to honor 
and pay tribute to all the men 
and women who have served in 
the United States' Armed 
Forces, especially to those who 
gave their lives in service to our 
country, on Veteran's Day, 
November 11, 2012. 


on campus 


October 31 


Halloween Celebration - 
Haverhill campus 

Dimitry Building Atrium — 11- 
lpm 


November 1 
Dka de los Muertos - snacks, 
drinks, crafts, and more to cele- 
brate Dka de los Muertos. 
Lawrence, Riverwalk Campus, 
3rd Floor Lobby 4 — 6 p.m. 


November 2, 3, 8 9, 10 


The Top Notch Players will pres- 
ent Arsenic and Old Lace. 
Haverhill campus, C Building - 
Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater on 
the third floor 


November 5 
Brown Bag Lunch with Mary 
Ellen Ashley, Executive Vice 
President of NECC — Lawrence 
Campus 

Dimitry Building, Room 244, 
noon to 1:00 pm. 


November 7 
The Ghost Hunter will make a 
presentation.Noon until 1 p.m, 
Haverhill Campus 

E building — room 155 


Contemporary Affairs presents a 
follow-up on the presidential elec- 
tion on from noon to 1:00 pm. 


Community Outreach Bake sale 
to raise funds for Emmaus 
House/Lazarus 

Haverhill campus C - building, 
lobby 


November 9 
Brown bag Lunch — Haverhill 
Campus 

Technology Center, Room , from 
noon to 1:00 pm. 


November 11 
The Ghost Army, Artisits of 
Deception - with documentary 
film maker Rick Beye. NECC’s 
White Fund room, Louiser Hefner 
Building LA 101, 2 - 4 p.m. 


November 12 
Veterans Day - No school 
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By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


Election day is less than 
a week away and America 
is ready to elect its presi- 
dent. Some already know 
who they are voting for, 
others are still undecided, 
and there are a few that 
will not vote at all, but for 
those that are still undecid- 
ed, there are only a couple 
more days left to make up 
their minds, because Nov. 
6 is around the corner. 


Without a doubt, this 
presidential campaign, 
which has been tough, 


long, and tedious, not only 
for the candidates, but also 
for their followers as well, 
has almost come to an end 
because a president will 
soon be elected. 

President Barack 
Obama, democratic nomi- 
nee for the 2012 presiden- 
tial election, became the 
first African American 
president in the history of 
the United States, and is 
now looking to be re-elect- 
ed for four more years. On 


the other hand, Mitt 
Romney, former governor 
of Massachusetts and 


Republican nominee for the 
2012 presidential election, 
is after Washington and the 
White House. 

A survey published 
before the last presidential 


News 


debate showed how close 
the statistics between 
Obama and Romney are. 
About a 47 percent of the 
voters favor President 
Obama and vice-president 
John Biden, while another 
47 percent favor Mitt 
Romney and Paul Ryan, 
Romney's running mate. 

Are you voting Nov. 6? 
And if you are, who are 
you voting for? Have you 
watched the political 
debates, or done any 
research on your candidate 
of preference? 

Alyssa Bean, a 
Communications major 
said, “I'm independent but 


I'm still not sure who I'm 
voting for. I recorded all 
the debates and I have 


watched part of them, but | 


want to finish watching 
them before I make my 


final decision, but I think 
I'm voting for Obama.” 
Bean says that she ignores 
the political commercials. 
“What they do is bash the 
other candidate to make 
him look bad. Romney has 
balanced budgets success- 
fully, but he is against the 
gay community and he is 
aggressive to other nations, 
that worries me if he were 
to be in office.” 

Everyone has their own 
way of deciding who they 
and what 
candidate they want to put 


are voting for, 


a step closer to the presi- 
dency, so what are the 
things you will take in con- 
sideration before voting on 
this upcoming election? 
“ma a registered 
Republican but I'm voting 
Liberal, because I'm sick 
of the two major parties, 
and I believe in freedom” 
said Rob Cresta, Political 
Science major. “I spend a 
lot of time researching 
articles, that's basically it, 
I research a lot, that's why 
I'm: sgvoting \fora Gary 
Johnson.” Something that 


Campus Security Logs 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


Haverhill Campus 


*Oct. 20 intoxicated person 
removed from National Safety 


Council, C building. 


*Oct.23 trespasser removed from campus by police 


Lawrence Campus 
*No incidents reported 


Lawrence Campus Extension 


*No incidents reported. 


Riverwalk campus 


*Oct. 16 Earthquake shook building. Students were given the 
option to leave the building or stay. 


Bad weather? Is the school closed? Call the school’s 
hotline, and they will let you know. (978)556-3002 


also influences the 


their family belongs 
family is a Republican, 
am registered as 
Republican as well, 
I'm voting for 


omy plan is better 
Obama's. Mitt 


Armstrong, Liberal 


major. 


way 
people vote is, what party 
to, 
and family traditions. “My 


and 
Mitt 
Romney. I'm voting for him 
because I believe his econ- 
than 
Romney 
believes in state's rates, he 
doesn't believe in govern- 
ment spending,” said Matt 
Arts 


MCT Campus Photo 
People have numerous 
ways of educating them- 
selves on how they vote 
and what candidate they 
would like to see as their 
next president. Voting is a 
privilege that should be 
taken seriously, and is 
something that later should 
not be regretted. Being 
educated voters is the 
smart thing to do, because 
America has an important 
decision to make and that 
is to elect the 2012 US 
president, 


A word from The Director of Public 
Safety & Transportation 


Gene Hatem, Director of Public Safety 
and Transportation says, “Just a reminder, 
November 5 the shuttle bus stop will be 
moving to the front of the Student Center, 
and it will be where the MVRTA bus stops 
at. The schedule is going to be the same. For 
those night users, there will be more lighting 
around the campus and more surveillance to 
ensure students and staff secunty. For those 
who take the MVRTA bus, NECC has 
bought tickets from the MVRTA for the 
express bus leaving from the Buckley 
‘Transportation Center up to the Haverhill 
campus. That express bus leaves at 7:20 
am. and then leaves Haverhill campus at 
2:15 p.m. going back to the Buckley 
Transportation Center in Lawrence. The 
tickets are free and can be picked up at the 
public safety desk at the Lawrence campus 
in Franklin Street, and at the Haverhill cam- 
pus inC buiking .” 


Public Safety Offices 
Haverhill campus: 

100 Elliot St Room C112B 
978-556-3689 


Lawrence campus: 
45 Franklin St Main lobby 
978-738-7499 


Lawrence Extension 
campus 

78 Amesbury St Main lobby 
978-738-7699 


NECC Riverwalk: 

360 Merrimack St: Building 
9, Entry K, 3rd floor 
978-659-1200 


Features 
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Coming home isn’t always easy 


_ Finding purpose 
_ and connections 


are important 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Correspondent 


Transitioning back into a life 
outside the military service can 
be very difficult for many veter- 
ans when they are discharged 
from the service. 

When Natasha Young got out 
of the Marine Corps last October 
she had a very hard time transi- 
tioning. “I would have considered 
myself to be pretty articulate and 
smart - I understéod what I need- 
ed to do, but it's still difficult.” 

Young was in the service for 
12 years total in the Marine 
Corps. During that time she 
deployed to Iraq twice, in 2005 
and again in 2007. The first time 
she deployed she did a lot of 
paper work for her battalion, but 
the second time she was the com- 
pany gunney for a bomb squad. 
“That was not a fun deployment. 
That was rough,” she said. Yet, 
because of her love of her life in 
the Marine Corps she continued 
to serve after her tours in Iraq, 
until she became ill and was dis- 
charged a year ago on Oct. 27. 

“T was lost. I got out of the 
Marine Corp because I was med- 
ically separated. I was diagnosed 
with skin cancer, lime disease and 
depression,’ Young said. 

_ “IT sat on that couch and I did- 
n't move. I had a child. I wasn't at 
the capacity - | mean | still took 
care of him, but not at the capac- 
ity that he needed me to.” 

She was finally able to move 
on when she connected with a 
non-profit agency called The 
Mission Continues. “What they 
said was ‘you're still needed’ and 
I needed to hear that. I needed 
someone to say you know you are 
important; you have all these 
wonderful unique skillsets that 
you could apply to the communi- 


“And they were right because 
once I started volunteering I start- 
ed finding myself getting up and 
finding purpose again. I felt need- 
ed and important and bringing 
what I had to offer to the table 
just at a different capacity. And 
that's that purpose. They chal- 
lenged me to serve again and it 
was wonderful.” 

Young was given a fellowship 
by the Mission Continues. The 
Mission Continues awards six- 
month fellowships to post 911 
veterans, through which the vet- 
erans work at non-profit organi- 
zations to improve their commu- 
nities, but they also help to 
change the perceptions of veter- 
ans by acting as living examples 
of the intrinsic value veterans 
bring to the community. Each 
veteran that is awarded a fellow- 
ship is given a stipend, encour- 
aged to develop professional 
skills, encourged to inspire other 
veterans, all while translating 
their military skills to civilian life 
and building a sense of purpose. 

“My fellowship really helped 
me to seal the deal on what I 
wanted to do in my career. I 
served my fellowship at the 


Veterans Northeast Outreach 
Center in Haverhill. They provide 
outreach to the veterans in local 
communities and Haverhill.” 

Considering herself smart and 
articulate yet still finding herself 
struggling to transition in to civil- 
ian life made Young realize that if 
she needed extra help there is a 
need for other Veterans who 
needed extra help and direction 
also. “I'm a giver by nature - it's 
just who I am - and that demo- 
graphic of the veterans that [need 
help] it just tore my heart out. So 
that's why I chose to pursue my 
degree.” In addition to taking on 
a job as the Northeast and 
Southeast regional recruiter for 
The Mission Continues, she has 
enrolled in the Human Services 
program at NECC with the goal 
of becoming a licensed social 
worker for veterans, more specif- 
ically women veterans. 

“Getting out [of the Marine 
Corp] for me at 31 years old was 
very scary. And going back to 
school at Northern Essex was 
very scary. At 31 I felt like I was 
older. I did two combat tours of 
Iraq and I just felt like I was very 
different. I felt like I was very dif- 
ferent from the young demo- 


graphic that was attending 
school. 
“What was great about 


Northern Essex is it does attract a 
wide variety of people including 
those returning to school, and I 
appreciate that. But I was still so 
new, and still transitioning. It's 
still difficult to go back to school. 
But Northern Essex was very 
accommodating. I give them that. 
I was able to get learning accom- 
modations for my medical needs. 
So they were very accommodat- 
ing that way. And I was able to 
engage with the student veterans 
there.” 

At the end her fellowship 
Young had to do a service project. 
For her project she orchestrated 
the planting of twenty two 
Kwanzan Cherry trees at the 
Lowell VA outpatient clinic last 
summer. Each tree that was plant- 
ed was named after a fallen 
Veteran from the local communi- 
ty. Everything was donated 
including the trees which were 
donated by the Lowell Parks and 
Recreation department. “I 
remember I was so stressed out. I 
invited tons of students from 
Northern Essex, I invited every- 
body in my class. Teachers, pro- 
fessors came out, just to volun- 
teer their time.” 

“There was 122 people out 
there that day, in the pouring rain. 
I was so worried that because it 
was raining and kind of cold - it 
was ugly out - that people weren't 
going to show up. Not New 
Englanders man, they were there 
and they were fully joyed! And 
they worked hard.” Young gives 
much credit to Ann Froner, pro- 
fessor of American history at 
NECC. “She was one of my 
favorite professors. I think that 
project really touched her heart, 
because her husband was a 
marine. 

Young believes that commu- 
nity is really important and to the 
younger generation too. “There 
were kids out there working and 
getting wet, it was just a sight to 
behold, especially in our commu- 


nity. I grew up in Lawrence when 
I was younger and I was never 
given the opportunity to go vol- 
unteer or have that kind of source 
of joy, or that ability to give 
something or be part of some- 
thing bigger than myself. And 
that was something that I gained 
when I joined the service. And 
when I got out I thought I was 
going to lose it. It was something 
that was given back to me 
through The Mission Continues 
and volunteering. 

Young is ardent about her mil- 
itary service, “I loved it. I would 
have done my twenty (years until 
retirement). If I didn't get sick I 
would have stayed in. It was a 
good fit for me. I loved travelling. 
I loved the environment. I loved 
the change. I loved the people. 
Even the bad ones.” But she con- 
cedes that not every experience in 
the military is a good one. “I was 
able to learn from it and grow and 
take from the bad and use that as 
an opportunity to take from it 
what I wanted and move on and 
use it as an opportunity to be bet- 
ter - because not every day is 
bright and sunny in the Marine 
Corp. It's not. But there was more 
good than bad, and the Marine 
Corp was very good to me over- 
all. 

“When I got out I was sick 
and I couldn't perform my job as 
a Marine. I understood that. It 
was tough. It was hard for me to 
let go. It's still hard for me to let 
go. I miss them. I miss the 
Marines. I think what was my 
favorite thing about the military 
is that I didn't come from the best 
circumstances in Lawrence and 
then when I joined the military, it 
was the first time in my life that 
someone believed in me, and | 
was able to meet beautiful people 
from all over the place and travel 
and got to do and see things | 
never thought possible. There 
were certain people that I allowed 
into my life that did become my 
family.” She said when you get 
out of the service you do maintain 
certain ties but you do lose that 
part of that - that sense of family, 
and you can miss the cama- 
raderie, which make it harder to 
transition back to a civilian life. 
“T felt alien, I felt alien like, even 
my sense of humor is different” 

“In my job with The Mission 
Continues, I work a lot with vet- 
erans that say ‘I didn't know what 
it was’; they are fully functional 
veterans, they are getting a mas- 
ter's degree, they own businesses, 
they own something, and the 
commonality amongst them all is 
that they say; ‘I was missing 
something, I didn't know what it 
was, but it was just something.’ 
And it was the interactions with 
other veterans, regardless of serv- 
ice. There's just something about 
us that's different. Whether it's 
our drive to serve, and one thing 
about a post 911 veteran what's 
unique about is: we are an all-vol- 
unteer force. There's been no 
draft in the last 10 years. We all 
volunteered to be there. Isn't it 
amazing? And we are missing 
something, and that's why I think 
the programs at The Mission 
Continues and the Wounded 
Warrior Project, or all these other 
programs that are out there, are 
designed to bring us back togeth- 


A DIVISION OF THE VA BOSTON HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
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Natasha Young (wearing an orange rain coat) with vol- 
unteers and veterans planting trees at the Lowell VA. 


er and create friendships and 
bonds that are similar to the rela- 
tionships that we had in the serv- 
ice - that are positive and moving 
in a good direction. I think they 
are important to have. I definitely 
urge veterans to do that. 

Young had to take. this semes- 
ter off because she was diagnosed 
with uterine cancer and had to 
recover from surgery. She strug- 
gled with treating her cancer and 
going to school through the sum- 
mer semester, while still main- 
taining high enough grades to get 
her on the Dean's list, but she felt 
she just needed a little time off to 
recover. She recently began her 
new job with The Mission 
Continues as a recruiter, bringing 
veterans into the program. 

“After I finished my fellow- 
ship in July I was very scared 
because I didn't know the next 
move, and financially I needed a 
next move, because the money 
that I get from GI bill for going to 
school is not enough.” 

“T love my job. My job is a 
source of joy for me. I am pas- 
sionate about Veterans because | 
needed help and it was my oppor- 
tunity to pay it forward. So now 
what I do is I look for other veter- 
ans to join our program. 

“Our goal for these veterans is 
for them, at the completion of 
their fellowship, to gain employ- 
ment, continue in education, and 
continue in community service - 
because that's very important too. 
We know that veterans have very 


tangible and wonderful skills that 
they have acquired in the mili- 
tary. And what we tell them - 
what they told me - was that just 
because your military service has 
ended it doesn't mean that your 
service has to end at home.” 

Young said The Mission 
Continues is trying to change the 
perspective that the civilian com- 
munity has about post 911 veter- 
ans. “They obviously think of 
service and they think of 
Patriotism - they think of those 
things. But they also think of 
post-traumatic stress disorder and 
unemployability. We are trying 
to change that perspective of vet- 
erans, and what better way to do 
that than to provide these awe- 
some veterans a platform to work 
at these non-profit organizations, 
who could really use the help, for 
twenty hours a week, for six 
months.” 

Young said veterans are pas- 
sionate about their work and they 
have a lot of skills to bring to the 
table. So this gives people a 
chance to see them in a different 
light than what they see about 
them on television. 

Her message to the vetrans is: 
There is definitely help out there. 
It is just a matter of reaching out 
for it. 

When asked what her goals 
are for the future she said “I'm 
going to change the world. I real- 
ly am. One veteran at a time.” 
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Sports 


A look at Sue 
MacAvoy & tenure 
at NECC 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


An athletic director needs to 
be a jack-of-all-trades type of 
person. Some of Sue MacAvoy's 
duties as A.D. are scheduling, and 
meeting with coaches and stu- 
dent-athletes. “I also manage the 
budget, order equipment, hire 
coaches,” said MacAvoy. 

Hired as the head volleyball 
coach in 1997, MacAvoy, a long- 
standing fixture at Northern 
Essex, filled various jobs at the 
Fitness Center, including a night 
athletics supervisor and an assis- 
tant coach on the women's bas- 
ketball team. Whatever needed to 
be done, MacAvoy threw herself 
into that role. In 1998, MacAvoy 
entered the athletic coordinator 
position before being bumped up 
to athletic director in 1999. Right 
now, she currently serves as both 
the athletic director and women's 
volleyball coach. 

One trip into the basketball 
court, or even the Sports and 
Fitness center, and you'll see ban- 
ners hanging on the wall, or tro- 
phies in the case. In MacAvoy's 
tenure as athletic director, sports 
at Northern Essex have seen great 
successes. Sue MacAvoy, howev- 
er, doesn't see that as the mark of 
true success. “We've been very 
successful. Not just the trophies 
and banners hanging in the gym, 
but we've had students moving to 
four year schools and starting 
careers.” MacAvoy acknowl- 
edges the on-field success 
though, saying, “We've had quite 
arun.” 


A Knight’s tale 


However, the athletic depart- 
ment at Northern Essex is in 
agreement that student-athletes 
for the school are just that: stu- 
dents first, athletes second. Men's 
head basketball coach Darren 
Stratton expressed similar state- 
ments, saying, “We want to bring 
in good kids, the kids that want to 
do it both in the classroom and on 
the court.” 

MacAvoy and Stratton have 
been at Northern Essex for 
approximately the same amount 
of time. With both coaches shar- 
ing the same goals for the stu- 


ae 


This is the place 
that I love the 
most. None make 
me as happy and 
as proud as here. 


— Sue MacAvoy 


dents who play under them, it's 
difficult to not see why they're 
such a good team. “We're both 
after the same thing. We both 
want to see them succeed,” 
MacAvoy said about Stratton. 
“We have a pretty good working 
relationship. We're both on the 
same page.” 

Part of hiring the coaches is 
finding the right fit. With the cur- 
rent void in the position of head 
baseball coach, MacAvoy has 
been looking for someone who 
shares her philosophy. “I'm not 
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Sue MacAvoy leads her volleyball team in a huddle. Despite the record, 
MacAvoy’s squad came a long way throughout their season. 


necessarily looking for the person 
that's coached at the highest 
level,” MacAvoy said. “I want 
someone that wants to be here, 
take the time to see our students 
succeed, both on and off the field 
or court. We all want to be a com- 
petitor, and want to win, but in all 
reality, we have to make the most 
well rounded student-athlete. We 
want the right fit for NECC.” 
Whoever MacAvoy hires as 
the baseball coach is going to 
have big shoes to fill. “Our last 
two coaches have each taken us 
to the World Series, and each 
cared greatly about their player's 
success in class and on the field,” 
said MacAvoy. Last year's base- 
ball team finished third in the 
country in their division. 
MacAvoy has also had suc- 


cesses coaching, as well. In 2006, 
MacAvoy's volleyball team won 
their region and played deep into 
the postseason. In the past eight 
seasons (in which records were 
available), MacAvoy led her 
teams to a .500 record or better 
five times. In four of those 
instances, the Northern Essex 
women have won their region a 
total of four times. 

More importantly, though, is 
how those students performed in 
the classroom. Eight players, 
since 2006, have been named 
NJCAA (National Junior College 
Athletic Association) Academic 
All-Americans. Two time win- 
ners include Katelyn Demers 
(2009, 2010) and Tiffany Gadd 
(2009, 2010). 


This season, in which her 


squad was a team of entirely 
freshman, MacAvoy led them to a 
5-10 record. MacAvoy said 
injuries were a factor in the teams 
performance. “They played a big 
role. We also had some personal 
issues, and some conflicts at 
times,” she said. With most of the 
team expected to come back in 
2013, NECC volleyball is going 
to be something to watch next 
season. 

It's hard to imagine an athlet- 
ics program at NECC without 
Sue MacAvoy standing beside it, 
and perhaps equally hard to 
imagine Sue MacAvoy without 
Northern Essex. “This is the 
place that I love the most. None 
make me as happy and as proud 
as here.” 


Volleyball season ends with defeat 


NHTI edges 
Northern Essex 
in tight match 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


The NECC Knights played 
their final game of the season on 
Nov. 17, suffering a loss to New 
Hampshire Technical Institute, 3- 
1. The match was one of the tight- 
est matchups of the season. 

Northern Essex had a 6-0 to 
begin the first set, but the Lynx of 
NHTI tightened up on both 
offense and defense and managed 
to catch up and then break away 
to take the set 25-14. 

The Knights, who finished 
their season 5-10, managed to put 
the set out of their mind and 
played at an elevated level the 
rest of the match. 

NECC's lone set win took 
place in the second set, edging 
out the Lynx, 25-21. 

“Communication definitely 
improved,” said Head Coach Sue 
MacAvoy on her team's second 
set. 


The Knights kept up their 
communication throughout the 
third and fourth sets, but ulti- 
mately dropped both, 25-21 each. 
Despite the loss, Northern Essex 
took great strides in both passing 
and verbal communication. 
Never letting up an easy point, 
NECC battled the entire game. 

Middle hitters Jessica Goulet 
and Alicia Allan had big games 
up the middle for NECC. Goulet 
led the way for the Knights with 
10 points, 10 blocks, and 5 kills, 
while Allan added four blocks 
and five kills of her own. The duo 
had a dominating presence at the 
night the whole night, forcing 
NHTI to make a lot of adjust- 
ments. 

Allan was happy with the way 
her team communicated, saying, 
“We worked on [passing] in prac- 
tice and in last weekend's tourna- 
ment.” After dropping the first 
set, Allan contributed the come- 
back to teamwork and taking 
advantage of momentum swings 
in their favor. 

Setter Devin Mears had 
another solid game, adding 10 
assists to the scorecard. Mears, 
despite the loss, spoke highly of 
the team's effort. “There was a lot 


more passing, more digging 
tonight, said Mears. “NHTI is a 
really good team, and we adjust- 
ed well and played up to their 
level,” she added. 

Outside hitter Marinella 
Ferretto had a masterful game 
serving, having eight service aces 
in the match. Marinella's sister, 
Vanessa Ferretto had two aces as 
well. 

With their season coming to a 
close, MacAvoy is very confident 
in what the team can do next sea- 

n. “I think throughout the sea- 
son, the girls learned to trust each 
other, have more confidence in 
each other. When the season 
started, they didn't really know 
each other. That takes time.” 

“It doesn't really come out in 
the record, but we had a team of 
all freshmen playing against a lot 
of four year schools,” MacAvoy 
continued. “UMass, Springfield 
JV, they had years to work 
together. This was our first.” 

With the volleyball season 
over, Northern Essex welcomes 
back men's and women's basket- 
ball, starting up in_ early 
November. The men's first game 
is Nov. 2, while the women start 
up on Nov. 15. 


Marinella goes up for the kill for NECC. Ferretto had a 
big game serving, scoring 8 service aces. 
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First annual resource fair 


GSA Club starts 
tradition 


by Isabelle Gagne 
Guest writer 


On Wednesday October 
24th, the Gay Straight 
Alliance sponsored 
NECC's first annual 
Resource Fair for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgendered, Queer and 
Allied Students. 

Ten local community 
organizations participated 
in the event, which was 
held for two hours in the 
C-lobby. 

The fair was open to 
the entire campus commu- 
nity and was well attended 
by students, faculty and 
staff alike. 

Attendees were intro- 
duced to a variety of 
organizations-from the 
Boston LGBT Film 
Festival, to youth gather- 
ings like NAGLY and 
McVAGLY, to the 
Northeast Transwomen's 
Alliance, to Welcoming 
Faith Congregations and 
PFLAG-all of which pro- 
vided valuable information 
on local resources for the 
EGBTQ community and 


their alllies. 


Voting 


Continued from Page | 


disagree- 
ment, the 
President 
was able to 
reference 
his conver- 
sations with 
key foreign 
policy lead- 
ers and key 
Tt dita Ty 
leaders to be 
able to rebut 
Romney's 
points. 

However, 
t h e 
President 
was not able 
to discredit 
Romney as 
someone 
capable of 
undertaking 
foreign poli- 
cy chal- 
lenges, and 
that ‘can 
prove to be 
problematic 


for the 
President's 
reelection. 
In all, 
both of 
these men 
have pre- 


sented them- 
selves to be 
capable of 
leading the 
CxO UW net ry 
through 


te heres Ss we 
debates. 

Each can- 
didate has 
his own 
vision for 
the country 
and for what 
the United 
States gov- 
enn mie nt 
ought to be. 

It is our 
job as voters 
to not only 
take what 
they say to 
heart, but to 
look into 
each candi- 
date before 
we cast Ja 
ballot next 
Tuesday, so 
that we can 
make the 
most educat- 
ed decision 
that we can. 

Again, I 
urge you to 
HOM ton Lhe 
polls and 
cast a vote 
fe) n 
November 
6th. 

You and I 
both have an 
important 
role to play 
in this elec- 
tion cycle. 


More conversation 


Busy C lobby 


Bread and Roses performer 


Tom Sexton 
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GSA students at their bake sale tableGle 
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GSA students at their bake sale tableG 
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Cross Borpers Business Expo 
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Zachary Simon and Mickey Ward 


WRITING 


Continued from page 1 


outlet for writers all over, 
where anyone with a pen to 
wield or a camputer to type 
on can contribute. 
According to www.ncte.org, 
over 35,000 compositions 
have been posted in the 
National Gallery of Writing 
archive as of October 15 of 
this year. If you are inter - 
ested in having your work 
published and uploaded to 
the National Day on 
Writing Gallery, or know 


Men in Waiting, 1942 


By Tom SEXTON 


Three men wearing heavy woolen 
coats 

Stand in the shadow away from the 
slant light 

That falls on the women in the pho- 
tograph 

The eldest, the one holding a study 
pipe, 

Is wearing a working man's cloth 
cap, 

The kind only a poseur would wear 
today. 

Their faces are as worn as he cob- 
blestones in the street. 

After a decade of hard times, war is 
now dealing the cards. 

On a peeling poster on the station's 
wall behind them 

A hulu dancer is swaying to the 
tune 

Of a Ra Kinney's “Aloha Maids.” 
The men look out of the frame 
toward something unseen. 

Asingle bulb lights he station's 
waiting room. 
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Veterans Day, which occurs on Sunday Nov. 11 this year but will be celebrated on Monday Nov. 
12, pays tribute to all American veterans - living or dead - but especially gives thanks to living veterans who 
served their country honorably during war or peacetime. Veterans Day is often confused with Memorial Day 
according to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Memorial Day, which occurs on the fourth Monday in 
May, specifically honors American service members who died in service to their country or as a result of 
injuries incurred during battle. 

Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on Nov. 11, 1919, on the first anniversary of the end 
of World War I. It became a national holiday beginning in 1938 and became known as Veterans Day in 1954 
when President Eisenhower officially changed the name. 

Northern Essex has many veterans that pass through its doors. Some are no longer in the military 
while others are still active in the reserves or serving close by. Support services are offered to veterans at 
NECC through the Veterans Services, which provides information, services, and help with navigating 
through the educational process so they can achieve their educational and professional goals. It is also 
offered under the college's Student Clubs & Organizations as the Veterans & Service Person's Organization, 
which in addition to information on benefits serves as a group of support, fellowship and camaraderie for 
veterans and their families. Veterans Day is just one important day that focuses on our veterans, but veterans 
have needs throughout the year. 

"My wish would be that more people would celebrate veterans through the year than just on 
Veterans Day because then it seems to be really important to talk about veterans because Veterans Day is 
coming up, but the rest of the time when you look at the statistics at how many veterans are homeless, quite 
frankly there are a number of people who have been wounded physically and certainly emotionally - some- 
times we can't even tell who has been effected emotionally...that doesn't just happen on Veterans Day," said 
Paul Saint-Amand, professor of English at NECC, Vietnam-era veteran and faculty advisor for the NECC 
Veterans Writers Group. 

Veterans Services at NECC is currently headed by Jeff Williams. 


Coming Event Spotlight 


Courtesy Photo 
The Ghost Army, officially known as the 23rd Headquarters Special Troops, staged 20 battlefield deceptions 
using sound trucks, phony radio transmissions, inflatable tanks, trucks, jeeps, airplanes, and even playacting 
to fool the enemy on the WWII battlefields of Europe from June 1944 to March 1945. Rick Beyer, a success- 
ful author and award-winning documentary producer, spent seven years researching the story and created a 
documentary titled The Ghost Army, which is set to premiere on PBS next year. On Veterans Day, Sunday 
Nov. 11, Beyer will share some of the amazing history of this little known special troop, and show clips from 
his documentary film on the unit. The event free and open to the public and will take place at the Louise 
Haffner Fournier Education Center from 2-4 p.m. in room LA101. The event is part of the White Fund 
Enlightenment Series. 


Joseph Leblanc, an NECC liberal arts student from Amesbury, served two tours in 
the Amy in Iraq and Afghanistan and recently re-enlisted in the Army Reserves. He 
said the best part of being in the military is the camaradarie and being a part of 
something bigger than yourself. About coming home he said, “you don’t realize the 
level of sacrifice.” He missed the time he lost with his son, and misses his sister who 
died in an accident in 2009, and wants to spend time with his family. He is looking 
into to transfering into a social work program to finish his degree and wants to con- 
centrate on helping veterans. 


Staff/Faculty Spotlight 


photo by Michele Simon 
Paul Saint-Amand is a professor of English at NECC and Vietnam-era veter- 
an. He was a cryptographer stationed in Europe during the time of the 
Vietnam war. He started the NECC Veterans Writers Group as a support 
for veterans here at the college. He also runs the Peace Poetry contest 
evey year in the spring. The contest’s goal is to honor the ideal of peace 
through the creation and submission of works on the topic. Though Saint- 
Amand has been active in trying to help other veterans, he stresses that it 
is important to just listen, rather than think you need to always help them. 
Sometimes you just need to listen. 


Alumni Spotlight 


photo courtesy of NECC News 
Francisco Urena is a 2008 NECC alumni. Before attending NECC he 
served eight years in the U.S. Marine Corps, is a veteran of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, and was awarded a Purple Heart for combat injuries. His 
dedication to helping other veterans led him to become the Veterans 
Service Director for the City of Lawrence from 2007 - 2011. In 2011 he 
was appointed the Commissioner of Veterans Services for the City of 
Boston. 


